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PROPRIETORS of the Stourbridge and 
Dadley Canals, and the Owners of Mines 
lying upon and near to the ſame. 


WO Accs paſſed to make the above Canals, which commu- 16 Geo. III. 


nicate with the Staffordſhire and Worceſterſhire Canal at 
Stourton in the county of Stafford. 


Theſe Canals have been completed at the expence of upwards of 
bo, ooo, and have now been navigable for more than five years. 


Previous to paſſing ſuch Acts, an agreement in writing was en- 
| tered into between Lord Dudley (on behalf of the Stourbridge Canal 
Proprietors), and Sir Edward Littleton, and others (on behalf of the 
Staffordſhire and Worceſterſhire Canal Company), that the Stafford- 
ſhire and Worceſterſhire Canal Company ſhould be empowered to 
take a tonnage of two-pence a ton per mile on all coals brought 
down the Stourbridge Canal, and navigated upon the Staffordſhire 
and Worceſterſhire Canal (which was one halfpenny a ton per mile 
more than they were before authoriſed to take) ; and that the ſaid 
Company ſhould likewiſe be empowered to reduce the tolls upon any 
part of their ſaid Canal, provided ſuch reduction was made with the 
conſent of the major part of the Commiſſioners appointed under the ſaid 
Staffordſhire and Worceſterſhire Canal Act, and whoſe qual! — ts 
£ ioo a year real eftate. 


This agreement was confirmed by a clauſe inſerted in the Stour- 
bridge Canal Act. 


As ſoon as the Stourbridge 8 was opened, and before any 
trial had been had of the effect thereof, the Staffordſhire and Wor- 


ceſterſhire 
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ceſterſhire Canal Company impoſed the full tonnage of two-pence 4 
ton per mile on the Stourbridge coals. And on 


March 21, 1780. A reduction was made by the Staffordſhire and Worceſterſhire 


Canal Company, with the conſent of the Commiſſioners, of one penny a 
ton per mile for eight miles, on that part of their Canal which lies 
above the junction of the Stourbridge Canal; which reduction 
operated in favour of the Bilſton coals only (which lie upon the Bir- 
mingham Canal), and was to continue for two years, and no longer, 
and was made by way of experiment for a limited time, that relief 
might be given to ſuch of the parties who found themſelves *ggrieved 
at the expiration of ſuch term. 


This reduction in favour of the Bilſton coals operated ſo far in pre- 
judice of the Stourbridge and Dudley collieries, as in effect to exclude 
them from a competition with the Bilſton coals in the Severn market. 


March 19, 1782. At a ſubſequent meeting of the Commiſſioners convened by 


public advertiſement, an order having been laid before them by the 
Staffordſhire and Worceſterſhire Canal Company, to continue the ſaid 
reduction of tonnage in favour of the Bilſton coals, the Commiſſioners, 
after having duly weighed and conſidered the ſame, and the great 
diſadvantage the Stourbridge and Dudley Mines were laid under by 
ſuch reduction, rejected the ſame, by a reſolution in writing, which 
was ſigned by ji/ty-four commiſſioners (being a very large majority of 
the Commiſſioners preſent at ſuch meeting); ; many of whom were 
gentlemen of great landed property in the counties of Worceſter and 


Stafford. 


In conſequence of this laſt reſolution of the Commiſſioners, 
the tonnage upon coals navigated on the Staffordſhire and Wor- 
ceſterſhire Canal, hath, ever ſince remained upon the footing the 
ſame was placed by the Legiſlature ; and the Owners of the different 
collieries have all been enabled to ſend their coals to market ; and the 
Public have been benefited by a | large and * apply. at a 
reaſonable rate. 


Previous to the making of the Staffordſhire and Worceſterſhire 
Canal, the iron works on the river Stour, the ſalt works at Droit- 


wich, and a great part of the county of Worceſter, were ſupplied 
with 
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with coals from the Stourbridge and Dudley collieries. After ſuch 
Canal was opened, the Bilſton collieries, which before had never 
had any acceſs to the above markets, were enabled to ſend their 
coals into the ſame by water carriage; and the Stourbridge and 
Dudley collieries (in planting of which many thouſand pounds had 
been expended) were excluded, and became of little value. 

The great object in making the Stourbridge and Dudley Canals, 
was to reſtore theſe collieries to a participation of the old market. 

The Staffordſhire and Worceſter Canal Company now apply to 
Parliament to take away the power of Commiſſioners with reſpect to 
the regulation of their tonnage. 

The conſequence of ſuch a meaſure would be to deſtroy the agree- 
ment of the parties without their conſent, and to put the Stourbridge 
and Dudley Canals, and all the collieries communicating therewith, 
entirely in the power of the Staffordſhire and Worceſterſhire Canal 
Company, who, by partially lowering their tonnage on the coals 
coming from the Bilſton collieries, may totally exclude the Stour- 
bridge and Dudley collieries from the Severn market, whereby the 
object of making the Stourbridge and Dudley Canals would be 
defeated. The proprietors thereof, who have not yet received any 
dividend whatever, would be obliged to fit down, after having ſunk 
upwards of . 60,060 in ſuch undertakings, with the proſpect of 
very little, if any return (whilſt the Staffordſhire and Worceſterſhire 
Canal Company are receiving very large and regular dividends upon 
their concern). The Owners of the Stourbridge and Dudley Mines 
will be obliged to diſcontinue working the ſame, and the Public be 
deprived of the benefit of thoſe mines, and a monopoly effected in 
favour of the Bilſton Mines. 

The Proprietors of the Stourbridge and Dudley Canals, and of the 
collieries communicating therewith, rely upon the juſtice of the 
Houſe, that a ſolemn: agreement entered into, and confirmed by Par- 
lament, will not, without the conſent of the parties, be permitted to 
be broke through, and the power of Commiſſioners appointed by the 
Legiſlature for regulating the effect of ſuch agreement, be taken 
away, Without at the ſame time relieving the Stourbridge and Dudley 
collieries from the additional tonnage impoſed upon their coals by 
the ſaid Act of Parliament, in conſequence of ſuch agreement. 
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